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SHARK DRUM LINE PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.30 pm]: I thought, rather spontaneously, that I should rise 
to speak tonight, because a lot of people will be celebrating in response to the Environmental Protection 
Authority’s report that was released today. Members may or may not be aware that the EPA has made the 
decision that the drum line program is indeed not environmentally acceptable. This is a great win for the 
thousands of Western Australians who protested and made submissions to that process. The EPA’s decision 
today comes on the heels of yesterday’s news, when the EPA was basically called on for its poor processes over 
perhaps a decade. It is, therefore, important that the public faith in the EPA is restored as soon as possible. 
Today’s decision I think goes some way towards restoring that public faith. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: It is important as we are reflecting on the EPA, and as it has made such a historic 
decision today — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! You cannot drown out the speaker. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: Thank you, Mr President. I know that members are as passionate about this issue as 
I am. 

The EPA did make some rather controversial decisions during that decade. There is a list of 25 projects. Among 
those projects are two that are very dear to me and that I have raised many times in the chamber—the clearing of 
the Underwood bushland in Shenton Park, and the Roe 8 highway extension through the Beeliar wetlands. Those 
two projects were approved by the EPA, and those approvals are now under a cloud. So no doubt we will be 
considering those two issues again sometime soon, and that is very welcome. 

But tonight I think it is important to celebrate the wins. Although the Minister for Environment will get an 
opportunity to make a decision based on the recommendation of the EPA, I have every hope that the minister 
will make a decision that upholds the recommendation of the EPA to not continue with drum lining. I know that 
members may have been engaged in debate on the Mental Health Bill at the time, but earlier today the Premier 
was on the steps and flagged that the sharks may be safe this summer—which is good—and that he will be 
focusing on other non-lethal methods to protect people off the Western Australian coast. The methods that are 
identified in the shark hazard mitigation strategy, such as aerial patrols, shark spotters and shark tagging, and the 
eco-barriers that have been so aptly demonstrated in this house, will all hopefully be pursued with much more 
vigour now that the drum lining will not be pursued. 

I want to congratulate all those people who have spoken out for the environment during this process and have 
stood up in the face of what they believed was a wrong decision, and who have now been vindicated by the EPA 
agreeing that it was environmentally unacceptable to lay drum lines off the Western Australian coast. 
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